
835REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

Bahadur Choksy, M.D., of the Arthur Road Hospital, by
whose courtesy constant access to patients was allowed.

Should it in the future be found advisable to specify the
Bombay spirillum as a subvariety I suggest that it should be
called " S. Carteri," as a tribute to the memory of Vandyke
Carter of the Bombay Medical Service, whose monograph,
"Spirillum Fever," remains to this day a monument of

industry and scientific accuracy.
The following are the more important results obtained

after a further six months’ work on the above subject :-
1. It was found possible to transmit the disease from an

infected monkey to an uninfected by means of repeated
puncture from the former to the latter with a grooved
needle. A similar result was obtained with freshly drawn
infected defibrinated or citrated blood. The "artificial

proboscis" experiment proves that spirillar fever can be con-
veyed without any developmental stage and suggests that if
the infection is carried by insect agency the method is more
likely to be by a soiled proboscis (as is probably the case in
some trypanosome infections) than through the medium of a
developmental stage.

2. It was found possible to transmit the disease to
monkeys by feeding with infected blood. The dose required
was rather larger than by subcutaneous injection and the
incubation stage was prolonged by two or three days.
Spirilla (whether specific or otherwise) have been seen

several times in the urine of infected patients, but attempts
to transmit the disease by injection of, or feeding with, this
secretion have failed. These facts suggest the possibility of
an alternative route in human epidemics and certainly oppor-
tunities are not wanting for such transmission amongst the
native population.

3. A monkey was injected with blood from a patient who
was in the apyrexial period and whose blood was proved to
be free from spirilla. The monkey failed to develop the
disease at the usual time but five days after the injection of
the monkey the man had the relapse and the monkey a
primary attack together; spirilla appeared in the blood of
.each and the disease ran its usual course.

This suggests that (a) the spirillum remains in the

circulating blood in an unrecognised or ultra-microscopic
form; (b) that the blood is infective during the apyrexial as
well as the pyrexial period ; and (0) that there is a definite
cycle of development which comes to a crisis with the

.appearance of visible spirilla at definite intervals.
Bombay.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
Practical Physiological Chemistry (designed.for Use in Courses

in Practical Physiological Chemistry in Schools of Medicine
and of Science). By PHILIP B. HAWK, M.S., Ph D.,
Demonstrator of Pnysiological Chemistry in the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania. With two plates of absorption
spectra, four coloured plates, and 126 figures in the text.
London: J. and A. Churchill. 1907. Pp. 416. Price
16s. net.

THE author states that the main point in which his plan of
- setting forth his subject differs from those previously
proposed is in its treatment of the foodstuffs and their

digestion. The subject of decomposition products of

proteids, although it is impracticable to include its study in
an ordinary course of physiological chemistry, is given in
Chapter IV. (pp. 65-82), and a short chapter (pp. 139-47) is
devoted to the examination of " feces " for the purpose of

diagnosis. The author’s plan, however, will be best under-
stood by enumerating the order of the subjects : carbo-

hydrates, salivary digestion, proteids and their decomposition
products, gastric digestion, fats, pancreatic digestion, bile,
putrefactive products, "feces," blood, and milk ; epithelial,
connective, muscular, and nervous tissues; urine (normal and
abnormal), and quantitative analysis of urine, milk, gastric
juice, and blood. We do not find much that differs from
the subject as treated in English text-books of the same
standard. The tests for carbohydrates and other groups
.are fully given under the head of carbohydrates and proteids.
.A useful blank chart is given in order to facilitate the

student’s review of the properties of the substances

comprehended in these groups. There are also useful

schemes for the detection of unknown substances in

solution-e.g., carbohydrates, proteids; but we do not find
one dealing with complex mixtures-e.g., of carbohydrates,
proteids, and bodies of physiological importance.
The old classification of proteids is adhered to and in

giving the technique of the colour reactions the author

explains the cause to which they are due. There are some

good drawings of crystals of edestin, excelsin, and the pro-
ducts of decomposition of proteids and of the fats.

Fibrinogen is stated to be "perhaps the most important of
the proteid constituents of the plasma " ; serum-globulin and
serum-albumin are regarded as probably not individual
substances. The differences between blood plasma and
blood serum are not properly stated at p. 150. The
coloured figures of crystallised h&aelig;moglobin are good
and true to nature; we cannot say quite the same

for the two plates of absorption spectra which preface the
volume. Some of the methods in use in this country for
counting the blood corpuscles and estimating the haemo-
globin are omitted. In the chapter on Muscle we think that
the author is right in dividing his experiments into those
(1) on living muscle and (2) on dead muscle. The long
chapters on Urine (pp. 226-379) are much the same as in
similar text-books. An appendix of about ten pages sets
forth the chemical composition of the various reagents used.
There is a good index.
On the whole, we think that the English student will not

find any great advantage in the use of this work in preference
to English text-books.

American Practice of Surgery: a Complete System of the
S’cie-nce and Art of Surgery. By Representative Surgeons
of the United States and Canada. Editors, JOSEPH D.
BRYANT, M D., and ALBERT H. BUCK, M.D., of New
York City. Complete in eight volumes Profusely illus-
trated. Vol. 1., 1906, pp. 818. Price$7, 8, or 9, accord-
ing to binding. Vol. IL, 1907, pp. 778. Price as Vol. I.
New York : William Wood and Co.

THE vast extent of modern surgery is shown by the size of
this treatise, of which two volumes are before us. This
"Practice" claims to be purely American, yet only North
America is represented; the publishers in their announce-
ment say that " no foreign writers have been invited to take
part in the work," but several of the articles have been

written by Canadians. We fail to see any benefit in this

limitation to one or two countries beyond the practical con-
venience which an editor would find in having his contributors
within a reasonable distance. Probably the intention is an
appeal to national sentiment.
The first volume begins with an account of the evolution

of American surgery by Dr. Stephen Smith of New York.
He divides it into three periods, during the first of which
no medical schools existed, the second extended from the
formation of medical schools to the introduction of an&aelig;s-

thesia and antiseptics, and the third period is still in

progress. A readable account is given of the chief members
of the profession from the early times to the present day.
The more important surgical works also are mentioned and
a brief summary is given of the main contributions to

surgery made by American surgeons. Dr. Aldred Scott
Warthin of Ann Arbor writes on Inflammation. We quite
agree with him that it is unwise to attempt to limit the
name inflammation to processes caused by micro-organisms.
The process is essentially the same whatever the cause. Dr.
Albert G. Nicholls of Montreal has contributed the section
on Disturbances of Nutrition. His article is well written
and fully illustrated with examples of hypertrophy and

atrophy and other nutritional changes. The only criticism
that we have to make is that pressure atrophy of bones is
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not merely passive; the removal of the bone on which the
pressure is exerted is effected by the setting up of a sub-
acute inflammation in the bone so that a rarefaction results.

Dr. Nicholls has also contributed a valuable article on
Tumours and Tumour Formation, though we must demur to
one distinction made between granulomata and true tumours,
for we are told that the granulomata can be traced to a
definite cause, while a tumour is ’’ due to no demonstrable
cause." A "diNerentia" " which depends on our ignorance
cannot be of much importance. Dr. T. A. McGraw of
Detroit has written an interesting article on Theories of
Tumour Formation, and Dr. H. R. Gaylord has contributed
a valuable account of the parasitic relations of cancer.

Especially valuable is that part of it entitled "Charac-
teristics of the Unknown Stimulus in Cancer."

Dr. J. C. Bloodgood’s description of surgical shock is

excellent. But on one point we are not fully in accord
with him, and that is as to the temperature at which

saline solution should be injected. It is most important that
the body should not suffer any reduction of temperature
by the injection, whether it be subcutaneous or intravenous.
The temperature of the abdominal viscera is 100&deg; F., and
therefore it is not correct to say that the saline solution
should be raised to a temperature between 1000 and 1050,
and then poured into a glass infusion apparatus with a long
piece of rubber tubing. A fall of two or three degrees is sure
to occur and the temperature of the infused liquid may really
be below that of the body, a condition which must produce
depression. Dr. J. D. Bryant’s article on General Surgical
Diagnosis is excellent, as might have been anticipated. The

Radiographic articles are written by Dr. Preston M. Hichey
of Detroit, Mr. W. J. Dodd, and Dr. R. B. Osgood of Boston,
and especially would we commend the section on the inter-
pretation of radiographs and that on the radiographic
interpretation of the epiphyses. Dr. J. E. Moore’s descrip-
tion of the general principles of surgical treatment contains
a good account of the practice of aseptic surgery.

In the second volume Dr. V. P. Gibney writes on Tuber-
culosis from a Surgical Standpoint, and Dr. E. L. Keyes, jun.,
on Syphilis from a Surgical Standpoint. In the latter article
the author attempts to distinguish syphilitic ulcers of the
leg from varicose ulcers by the situation-a very untrust-
worthy guide. We cannot agree with him that " mercury by 
hypodermic injections is the surest, swiftest, safest treat- 

ment of the symptoms of syphilis." This statement is

much too absolute. Why, too, does he speak of " the sym-
ptoms of syphilis" and not of the disease itself ? Curiously,
a little later the author speaks of " the inconvenience and
danger" of hypodermic treatment. In Dr. D. W. Mon-

gomery’s account of the Surgery of the Diseases of the

Skin we find a very good description of this portion of

surgery and it is well illustrated. There are several other
articles of interest in this volume and we may mention

specially Surgical Diseases of the Lymphatics by Dr. C. N.
Dowd of New York.

We may say that we have formed a high opinion of this
work. The articles naturally vary somewhat in merit but we
have not found one unworthy of its position in this treatise.
We hope the succeeding volumes will equal those which we
have already seen.

The World’s Desires, or the Results of Monism. An Elemen
tary Treatise on a Realistic Religion and Philosophy
of Human Life. By EDGAR A. ASHCROFT. London :

Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner, and Co., Limited. 1905.
Pp. 440. Price 10s. 6d. net.

THE volume before us is dedicated to Ernst Haeckel and

represents an endeavour to apply the Haeckelian form of
monistic philosophy to the problems and conditions of every-
day life and thus to afford at once a philosophy and a
religion to those who having regretfully lost their hold on

the dualistic philosophies and revealed religions are yet
altruistic at heart and desire an optimistic spur to

endeavour. The fundamental basis of this philosophy
is realism, its central and essential mechanism "the
conscientious observation by the human senses of the

complicated facts of the universe as interpreted by the nerve
organisms." Such a religion, Mr. Ashcroft maintains, would
be a progressive one, for by means of observation,
empirical experiment, and objective reasoning it would

incorporate and assimilate the advancing knowledge of man-
kind. It would at once discard all revelation and banish
emotion and sentiment from the general religion. Perhaps
the main principles may best be given in Mr. Ashcroft’s own
words : ’’ The aim and object of philosophy and of its twin
sister religion therefore in our realistic system, is the cultiva-
tion of a true understanding of the veritable conditions of
human existence, so that this knowledge may be safely
applied to the practical direction and guidance of the life of
the individual and of the community ; and with such ends in
view to the determination from time to time of reasonable and
tenable ideas and standards of ethics and practice for general
and individual application ; the whole being for the purpose
of securing the happiness of mankind and promoting
systematic development of the race to higher and higher
things in due accord with its potential characteristics."
Mr. Ashcroft recognises the limitations imposed on

our knowledge of the universe by the limited capacities
of the observing mechanism-the senses and by the finite
limits of our reasoning powers, but he foresees the
time when the application of the scientific method more
thoroughly to the ordinary affairs of mankind will result in
advances more rapid and utilitarian than even at the present
time. When he allows his constructive imagination full

scope and sketches forth a scheme of Utopian happiness to
which mankind may at last attain on realistic lines, he
writes with real enthusiasm; he confesses, however, that faith
is a psychological attribute as necessary to the man of science
as to the devotee. Like all monistic thinkers, Mr. Ashcroft
is from the very nature of his philosophy an iconoclast, and
though, like his master Haeckel, he is uncompromising,
direct, and relentless in his opposition to any suggestion of
dualism or of revelation, he is resolute to retain the ethical,
the beneficial, and the altruistic features of existing creeds.
The book is divided into four parts. Part I. deals with the

problems of human life and thought and here Mr. Ashcroft
outlines the general principles of his realistic philosophy and
its application to form a religion of realism. He points out
that the realistic position is practically a development of
that of Aristotle, the dualistic or theistic being analogous to
that of Plato. He shows how in recent times Comte in
France and Herbert Spencer in England have endeavoured
to apply human knowledge to the instincts and desires of
humanity, while the most complete application of monistic
philosophy to this purpose is that of Haeckel, and thus
he claims no novelty for his work which is to present
in simple form the application of human knowledge in
its present state to the physical and spiritual needs of man.
Part II. is devoted to our knowledge of the material
universe and deals with the nature, origin, and destiny of
human knowledge. It contains an interesting presentation
of our present knowledge of the cosmos, of the material
sciences such as chemistry, physics, and astronomy, and
of their relation to mankind and his organisation. It deals
with the application of science to the needs of man, with the
advances already made by applied science and those con-
fidently to be expected. Part III. is devoted to the human

organism and organic life and deals with some of the fun-
damental problems of biology, including the nature of life.
The remainder of this part is devoted to a brief presentation
of the anatomy and physiology of the human organism.
This section is the one disappointing one, for in his desire
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to be simple and elementary Mr. Ashcroft sometimes
falls into error, making inexact and erroneous statements.
Part IV. is entitled "The Human Soul," a term which he
retains, defining it as "Indicating all that vast world of

thought and consciousness, emotion and will, which con-
stitutes the real life of man and the higher development of
which lifts him in so special a sense above the other

denizens of the world." To its analysis, after considering
the scope of the older schools of psychology, he brings the
methods of the new experimental psychology and then

applies them to the moral regulation of conduct. He dis-

cusses various systems of practical ethics, notably the

Hindu, Buddhistic, Confucian, and Christian systems. He

refers to Kant and his "categorical imperative," and then
examines the principle of pure altruism, which affords
the basis of his progressive system of ethics. In the

concluding chapter of this section, entitled "The Human
Outlook," Mr. Ashcroft considers the application of this

" gospel of science and humanity" and its promise for the
future.
Mr. Ashcroft’s philosophy is noteworthy if for no other

reason because it is constructive in its aims and not purely
iconoclastic or negative like that of the agnostic and the
blind fatalism of the pure materialist.

Green’s Encyclop&oelig;dia and Dictionary of Medicine and
Surgery. Vol. III., Earth Burial to Gummi Indicum.
London and Edinburgh : William Green and Sons. 1907.
Pp. 535. Price 12s. 6d. to subscribers.

THE third volume of this important work contains

60 articles of more than 1000 words in length, over 100
articles of from 80 to 900 words, and 935 short articles
and headings, varying in length from ten lines to a few

words. Amongst the subjects considered we may draw
attention to those of eclampsia, human embryology, epilepsy,
the clinical examination of the eye, filariasis, the examina-
tion (physical, chemical, and bacteriological) of patho-
logical fluid, furunculus orientalis, the gastro-intestinal
diseases of children, general paralysis, and glycosuria, all of
which are thoroughly up to date. The article on eclampsia,
for instance, is excellent, the etiology of the affection being
very thoroughly described. The symptoms and treatment
are fully gone into. The article concludes with a descrip.
tion of the theories of thyroid inadequacy and of the

placental or chorionic origin, so that the reader has
here the whole subject brought up to date by Dr. H.
Jellett. Sir John Halliday Croom, as was to be expected,
writes lucidly on ectopic gestation, the treatment of this

serious affection being most explicitly laid down accordingly
as it has to be carried out before rupture, at the time of

rupture, after rupture, or after suppuration, and so on, of
the fcetus. To Dr. J. W. Ballantyne has been intrusted the
article on embryology and he has handled the difficult

subject in an admirable manner and illustrated it by some
excellent plates. Very useful remarks and methods will be
found under the heading of enemata. The late Dr. A. L.

Gillespie writes on enteroptosis. The subject of epidemiology
has been considered by Dr. A. Davidson who details the
methods of studying the subject and considers the whole
matter under the heads of (a) epidemic movements,
embracing here the secular mutations, the multiannual

fluctuations, the epidemic or short period waves, the seasonal
fluctuations, and oscillations ; (b) the law of anticipation ;
(c) the association and antagonism of epidemic diseases ; and
(d) the evolution and involution of epidemics. We find, also,
a very concise but complete section on expectoration. One of
the best articles in the volume is that by Mr. W. Adams Frost
on the clinical examination of the eye, which embraces the
examination of all the different structures of this organ in a
very comprehensive manner. The attention of the reader
may also be directed with advantage to the article on the

examination of the fseces. Mr. Alban Doran, as was to be
expected, contributes an excellent account of the affections of
the Fallopian tubes in his usual lucid style. The article on

filariasis by Dr. G. H. F. Nuttall is the most thorough
exposition of this subject that we have read ; it is illus-

trated by some excellent drawings of these parasites ;
the pathological effects produced are succinctly described
and the various species of filari&aelig; are enumerated and
described. The student will also find in the section
on the examination of pathological fluids by Dr. T. H.

Milroy and Dr. D. A. Welsh all the important facts
of this subject. Dr. R. W. Felkin writes on oriental

sore ; the relationship of the Leishman-Donovan body is
alluded to, thus bringing the subject up to date. The

author, however, has not mentioned the treatment that
has been found very successful on the North.West frontier of

India-namely, that of covering the sore with a thin sheet of
lead just embracing the lesion. This is by far the best
method of treating these obstinate sores. Such are a few of
the subjects treated of in this volume, space alone forbidding
us to allude to more of the articles. When completed the
work will form a valuable addition to the library of the
physician or surgeon.

The Dispensatory of the United States of America. By Dr.
GEO. B. WOOD and Dr. FRANKLIN BACHE. Nineteenth
edition. Thoroughly revised, largely re-written, and based
upon the Eighth Decennial Revision of the United States
Pharmacopeia. Philadelphia and London : J. B. Lippin-
cott Company. 1907. Pp. lxii.-1947. Price &pound;1 11s. 6d. net.
THE first dispensatory was published in 1833; since that

date the work has received full legal recognition. The

present edition comes opportunely, in view of the great
interest that is being taken in the question of the

purity of foods and drugs in the United States at the

present time. The compilation represents the expenditure
of much labour, skill, and care that must necessarily be
bestowed upon a standard work. The editorial staff
includes the recognised authorities in the United States
on the various subjects treated. To Professor H. C. Wood,
professor of materia medica and therapeutics in the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, has been intrusted the task of revising
the sections on botany and materia medica with the uses of
the drugs and preparations; to Professor Joseph P.

Remington, professor of theory and practice of pharmacy
in the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, the section on

pharmacy and pharmaceutical preparations ; and to Professor
Samuel P. Sadtler, professor of chemistry in the Phila-

delphia College of Pharmacy, the sections on theoretical

chemistry and toxicology. The preparation of the index of
diseases was undertaken by Dr. H. C. Wood, jun., and the
article on Serum Antidiphthericum was contributed by Dr.
M. S. Rosenau, director of the Hygienic Laboratory of the
United States Public Health and Marine Hospital Service.
To these should be added the name of Dr. Albert B. Lyons
of Detroit, who assisted directly in that part of the revision
concerned in bringing the chemistry of the alkaloids into
line with modern research.
The work is divided into three parts, Part I. containing

the discussion of all the remedies recognised by either the
United States or British Pharmacopoeias, Part II. dealing
with non-official drags and preparations, while in Part III.
are considered the tests and test solutions of the two

Pharmacopoeias, weights and measures, the art of prescribing,
and other matters relating to pharmaceutical work. This

part includes also the National Formulary in abstract. The

arrangement throughout is alphabetical, although there is a
very complete index.

Altogether this dispensatory is a monumental piece
of work which reflects great credit on all those who
shared the enormous task of its compilation and revision.
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The subject-matter is thoroughly up to date and the pages
are singularly free from printer’s errors. The present edi-
tion thoroughly maintains the standard of its predecessors
and forms an excellent and a comprehensive work of refer-
ence on all that pertains to pharmacy and the collateral arts.

LIBRARY TABLE.

-Das Dysenterietoxin, (The Toxin of Dysentery.) By Dr.
ROBERT DOERR. With two Graphic Curves in the text
and a Plate. Jena: Gustav Fischer. 1907. Pp. 75.
Price 2.50 marks.-This work gives us a very complete
r&eacute;sum&eacute; concerning the bacillary toxin of dysentery. The

author has come to the following conclusions. The bacilli
of the disease of the Kruse-Shiga type secrete a true

soluble toxin, whilst those of the Flexner type do not. By
extraction in a solution of common salt from fresh agar
cultures and subsequent filtration a highly toxic solution is
formed, and in this the intensity of action of the toxins is
dependent on the one hand on the nature of the source from
which it is obtained, and on the other on the degree of
alkalinity of the culture medium, whilst the amount of

toxin present shows a certain parallelism with the reaction
of the latter-that is to say, that the greater the alkalinity of ’,
the culture fluid the greater the amount of toxin. Another
point determined was that the formation of the pellicle is at 
the same time an indication of a rapid formation of toxin.
The latter likewise is seen not to be affected by heat to the 
extent of withstanding for an hour’s duration a temperature ’,
of 70&deg; C., but is quickly destroyed when the latter reaches ’,
80&deg; C. It suffers no harm from trypsin, bile, or the

succus entericus. Mineral acids remove the toxicity from
filtered bouillon cultures, but if these be neutralised

by alkalies the toxicity again becomes evident. This

toxin of dysentery was found to affect strongly rabbits,
cats, dogs, and monkeys, whilst guinea-pigs, white mice,
fowls, and doves were refractory to it. Again, with

susceptible animals the author often found that after

intravenous, subcutaneous, or intraperitoneal injection a

hasmorrhagic and necrosing inflammation of the mucous
membrane of the intestine followed the secretion of the

poison by the latter, whilst there were certain constant
lesions of the nerve centres to which after receiving the
corresponding dose the animals succumbed. The most suit-
able animal for experimental research is the rabbit, which
reacted in one-third of the cases experimented upon, show-
ing a h&aelig;morrhagic-diphtheritic typhlitis, the small intestine,
however, not showing any lesion, similar to cases in men.
The secretion of the poison takes place through the gut and
in a less degree through the kidneys but no evidence of the
poison being secreted by the liver could be ascertained. The

bite of animals showing marked symptoms of poisoning by
the toxin was always atoxic. Lastly, the occurrence of ex-
perimental typhlitis was found to be quite independent of the
entrance of the bile into the intestine. The results shown

above are the outcome of a laborious amount of honest work.
The author has given us a valuable addition to the literature
of the subject on which he has written.
Medical Diagnosis: a Manual for Students and Prac-

titioners. By CHARLES LYMAN GREENE, M.D., Professor
of the Theory and Practice of Medicine in the University of
Minnesota, &c. With seven coloured plates and 230 illus-
trations. London: Rebman, Limited. 1907. Pp. 683.
Price 13s. 6d. net.-It is rather difficult to criticise this book,
as its contents do not entirely correspond with its title and 
it is therefore open to blame for failure to carry out its

implied promise, while at the same time it deserves praise for 
its actual merits. Frankly, it is not quite what we expect I
in a book which professes to be concerned only with
diagnosis ; it deals with diseases seriutim as do most text-

books of medicine, rather than grouping the phenomena of
diseases under symptoms as they present themselves to the

physician and analysing the varied conditions which may
underlie these outward signs. Etiology, morbid anatomy, and
symptoms are all considered, though rather more space
is given to diagnosis than is often the case. As a manual of
medicine for students, and indeed for practitioners, the book
has merits of its own. It is packed with information,
generally conveniently arranged, and reference is facilitated*
by headings in dark type and by the use of italics for-

important statements. There are in addition marginal
notes of the contents of paragraphs, which are often useful,
though we doubt whether much is gained by such a sign-post
as "a ghastly clinical picture," which we find as the only
marginal note on one page. The style is generally clear,
Here and there, however, we meet with solecisms such
as "emphysemae" and "a phenomena," and compres-
sion is sometimes carried to such a point as to make a
sentence almost unintelligible so that we feel that we are
reading a precis rather than a treatise. Still, the total result
is a book which may be distinctly useful to those about to
undergo an examination in medicine.

Sea-Sickness, its True Cause and Cure. By H. NORMAN
BARNETT, F.R.C.S. Edin. London : Bailli&egrave;re, Tindall, and
Cox. 1907. Pp. 39. Price Is. 6d.-This is an interesting
and valuable little book, although its conclusions are not so
new as the author apparently supposes. That sea-sickness
is due to the loss of the sense of position which is in some
way connected with the semicircular canals was taught in at
least one medical school some 25 years ago and the bromides
were recommended for the prevention of sea-sickness in a
letter from Mr. H. Saunders which was published in
THE LANCET of June 14th, 1879, p. 867. But although,
as we have said, the theory of sea-sickness put forward

by Mr. Barnett is not new it is still none the less true-

and, as even now it does not seem commonly to be
recognised, we think he has done the profession service by
bringing out the book before us.
Lehrbnch der Annrganischen Chemie. (Text-book of

Inorganic Chemistry.) By Professor H. ERDMANN. Fourth
edition. Brunswick : Friedrich Vieweg und Sohn. 1906.

Pp. 796. Price 15 marks.-The feature of this fourth edition
of a well-known German text-book is the care which the
author has taken to include a quite modern account of recent
researches on the rare gases of the atmosphere and of
radium. Otherwise the presentation of principles and facts
remains the same and we still entertain the favourable

opinion of the author’s manner of dealing with the subject.
which we expressed when reviewing previous editions.

The book is admirably illustrated and contains also tables of
logarithms and the disposition of elements in accordance
with the periodicity of their functions.

JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.

The Scottish Medical and Surgical Journal.-In the

September number of this journal Dr. W. B. Drummond
gives a thoughtful review of the work of the recent

Congress on School Hygiene and discusses some of the

problems raised as they affect Scotland in particular. His
advice is so to organise the system of medical inspection of’
school children that the local authorities may not be tempted’
to offer illusory salaries to part-time officers already in
practice. Dr. D. Barty King writes on Muco-membranous-
Colitis and endeavours to classify the conditions found in

this group of affections, and Dr. A. Dingwall Fordyce con-
tinues his article on Infant Feeding, dealing with cow’s milk
in the light of recent researches on its coagulation. Dr. B. P..
Watson records a case of repeated abortion due to syphilis,
in which treatment with potassium iodide was followed by
the birth of a child with congenital goitre; he notes the
cases already on record in which this condition followed the
administration of potassium salts but concludes that the
goitre is probably due to some maternal togaemia.


